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1. INTRODUCTION

The Western Cape Spatial Information Forum (WCSIF) is an intergovernmental forum that has been
functioning since 2012. The forum is attended by provincial- and local government officials working with
spatial information, representing their organisation, as well as representatives from academia and other
institutions in the Western Cape (e.g., SALGAT). The WCSIF focuses on promotfing and collaborating on
Spatial Information, GIS2, and Spatial Data Infrastructure. It aligns its objectives to the Spatial Data
Infrastructure Act, Act 54 of 2003 (SDI Act) and regulations. It has been reporting provincial matters to
the Committee for Spatial Information (CSl), established under the SDI Act, since 2012.

In 2021 The Department of Local Government was directed by the Department of Cooperative
Governance (DCoG) to nominate a representative to their GIS Provincial Coordinators forum at a
national level (DCoG 051471). The DCoG forum aims to coordinate institutionalisation of GIS The
Department of Local Government and the Department of the Premier will co-chair the forum and
collaborate on feedback to the CSI and DCoG.

2. BACKGROUND

The Western Cape Government (WCG) Department of the Premier (DotP) and Department of
Agriculture, Land Reform, and Rural Development (DALRRD) identified the need for a co-ordinated
spatial information forum in the Western Cape in January 2012. A Constituting Document was drafted
with input from role players in the two departments, as well as the City of Cape Town (CoCT), other
provincial departments, and local authorities. Meetings took place from February 2012 between
stakeholders to get the forum running. These stakeholders formed the steering committee, which is
chaired by DotP. Members include representatives from DotP, Department of Environmental Affairs and
Development Planning (DEA&DP), Department of Agriculture (DoA), Department of Local Government
(DLG), DALRRD (Spatial Planning and Land Use, as well as National Geo-Information), and the CoCT.

The forum was constituted at a forum meeting on 29 November 2012, where all members committed
their support by signing a Declaration of Support. Meetings have been held bi-annually since then and
records of these are maintained in a public-facing website on the WCG Internet site. A SharePoint site
maintains further details.

The establishment of a Provincial Data Office (PDO), which leads the institutionalisation of data
governance in the WCG, is also an important role player, as the DotP unit that has been driving the
WCSIF, is also in the PDO. The PDO also established a Provincial Data Forum to coordinate all data
governance matters in the WCG.

1 SALGA - South African Local Government Association
2 GIS — Geographic Information Systems
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The PDO also assists DLG with data governance at a local level. It conducts quarterly Time to Talk Data
sessions, where the Provincial Data Forum members meet to discuss data governance. It was decided
that the WCSIF meetings should align fo the Time to Talk Data programme.

This will support and promote the objectives of the South African Spatial Data Infrastructure (as in the SDI
Act); there will be befter co-ordination and co-operation amongst spatial information users, and
provincial departments will play a more prominent role; and the link to local authorities and other role
players to the WCSIF will be strengthened.

3. NAME

The forum will be known as the Western Cape Spatial Information Forum (WCSIF).

4. RATIONALE

4.1. The Western Cape Spatial Information Forum will adhere to the South African Spatial Data
Infrastructure Act, Act 54 0f 2003 (SDI Act). Section 2 and 3 of the SDI Act are the main sections the
forum will be focusing ons.

Section 2: “this Act applies to organs of states which holds spatial information and to users of
spatial information”

Section 3: "The South African Spatial Data Infrastructure is hereby established as the national
technical, institutional and policy framework fto facilitate the capture, management,
maintenance, integration, distribution and use of spatial information.”

4.2. Other legislations that the forum takes into consideration, includes the Intergovernmental
Framework Act, Act 13 of 2005 and the Geomatic Profession Bill 20114,

4.3. The WCSIF promotes the sharing of spatial information within the Province and amongst the three
spheres of government through collaboration; this helps avoid and eliminate duplication in data
capturing and data sourcing.

4.4, The WCSIF reports and conftributes to the CSI functions, including through representatives to its sub-
committees.

4.5. The WCSIF reports to DCoG (DCoG 051471).
4.6. The WCSIF is a platform where:

4.6.1.Provincial stakeholders engage to share and be informed about projects where spatial
information and/or GIS is used. This will support an agenda where feedback from CSI,
DCoG, WCG Departments, DALRRD, and the CoCT are standing items on the programme
to inform stakeholders of current projects. This will encourage effective use and sharing of
spatial information and contribute to integrated planning in the Province;

4.6.2.access is given to WCG portals where data and evidence are stored to inform decision-
making; and

4.6.3.a service is provided where local authorities can access knowledge from the WCG about
the governance aspects of documents such as Tender documents.

3 The Spatial Data Infrastructure Act is in the process of being reviewed. The revision will make it mandatory to
establish an infergovernmental forum at provincial level.

4 The Statistics Act is also being reviewed and will contain geospatial statistics that may also influence the
legislative context.
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4.7.

5.

6.

6.1.

6.2.

The WCSIF may support the Department of Local Government (DLG):
4.7.1.with GIS and related capacity building initiatives like training, implementing standards, and

processes; and

4.7.2.through the Joint District and Metro Approach (JDMA) initiative.

PURPOSE
The primary objectives of the WCSIF are:

Promote the sharing of spatial information within the Province and among the three spheres
of government through collaboration.
Establish a platform for the support of:
o district and local municipalities with Spatial Information and skills development; and
o spatial data governance maturity in the Province.
Develop a Provincial Spatial Information Strategy.
Assist government employees with the process of registration as GIS practitioners through
inter-departmental co-operation (identifying opportunities fo gain experience where any
skills gaps occur and to help with the law exams).
Contribute towards Continuing Professional Development (CPD) of GIS practitioners.

MEMBERSHIP

The forum members will consist of representatives from National and Provincial departments, WC
District Municipalities and Parastatals. WC Local Municipalities may also become members, and
will not be excluded, but initially the focus at local level will be on WC District Municipality level.

Below is a list of relevant entities. The list may be extended in future.

Nafional Departments (with offices in the Western Cape)

Department of Agriculture, Land Reform, and Rural Development (DALRRD)

o Committee for Spatial Information (CSl) represented by

Director: National Spatial Information Framework (NSIF)

o National Geo-Information (NGI)

o Spatial Planning and Land Use Management (SPLUM)
Department of Forestry, Fisheries, and Environment (DFFE)
Department of Higher Education and Training (DHET)
Department of Home Affairs (DHA)

Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (DMRE)
Department of Public Works and Infrastructure (DPWI)
Department of Science and Innovation (DSI)
Department of Tourism (DT)

Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS)

South African Police Services (SAPS)

Statistics South Africa (Stats SA)

Provincial Departments

Department of Agriculture (DOA)

Department of Cultural Affairs and Sport (DCAS)

Department of Economic Development and Tourism (DEDAT)

Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning (DEA&DP)
Department of Infrastructure (Dol)
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6.3.

6.4.

6.5.

6.6.

o Department of Local Government (DLG)

e Department of Police Oversight and Community Safety (POCS)
e Department of Social Development (DSD)

e Department of the Premier (DotP)

e Provincial Treasury (PT)

¢ Western Cape Government Health and Wellness (WCGHW)

e Western Cape Education Department (WCED)

e Western Cape Mobility Department (WCMD)

District Municipalities

e City of Cape Town (COCT

e Cape Winelands District Municipality (CWDM)
e Cenftral Karoo District Municipality (CKDM)

e Garden Route District Municipality (GRDM)

e Overberg District Municipality (ODM)

e West Coast District Municipality (WCDM)

Local Municipalities

e Most local municipalities in the Western Cape have established units that use GIS and spatial
information daily. Many of these have been part of the WCSIF since 2012. Local municipalities
are welcome at the forum, but a more coordinated effort via the district municipalities is
preferred.

Parastatals and other relevant organisation

o Airports Company of South Africa (ACSA)

¢ Development Bank of South Africa (DBSA)

e Eskom

o Geo-Information Society of South Africa (Gissa) Western Cape
o Heritage Western Cape

o Passenger Rail Agency of South Africa (Prasal)

e South African Weather Service (SAWS)

e South African Heritage Resources Agency (Sahra)

e South African Local Government Association (Salga)
o South African Biodiversity Institute (Sanbi)

o South African National Parks (Sanparks)

e South African National Roads Agency Limited (Sanral)
e South African Social Security Agency (Sassa)

e Transnet

o Telkom

o Western Cape Nature Conservation Board

Academia

e Cape Peninsula University of Technology (CPUT)

e Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR)
e Stellenbosch University (US)

e University of Cape Town (UCT)

e University of the Western Cape (UWC)
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6.7.

7.

7.1.

7.2.

General

Additional members may be invited to attend the forum meetings on request or as required.
Members will be appointed by their respective organisations.

An organisation will have a primary member and may have several secondary or secondi,
limited fo five (5) members.

A forum member will cease fo be a member when a formal note is submitted and/or an
alternative person is nominated.

COMMITTEE

Committee will consist of the following people:

Director: Provincial Spatial Information (WCG: DotP)
Director: Municipal Monitoring and Support (WCG: DLG)
Director: Spatial Planning (WCG: DEA&DP)

Director: Spatial Analytics Services (WCG: DoA)

Director (DALRRD: NGI)

Director (DALRRD: SPLUM)

Director (DALRRD: CSG)

Manager: Corporate GIS (CoCT)

CHAIRPERSON

Chairmanship will be shared by the DotP and DLG. Responsibilities of a chairperson are as follows:

Facilitate and oversee the meeting with proper fime management.

Review and approve draft minutes.

The chairperson shall nominate a person to chair a meeting in his or her absence.

Together with the secretariat, the chairperson shall communicate with the CSI and DCoG on
related matters.

SECRETARIAT
The DotP and DLG will share the secretariat duties for the WCSIF and have the following duties.

Act as the cenftralised administration portal for the forum, including drafting and circulation
of agenda and minutes.

Dissemination of information about the forum to role players and stakeholders (including the
CSl and DCoG).

Update the Internet site with the relevant WCSIF documents.

MEETING SCHEDULE

The Western Cape Spatial Information Forum will meet quarterly; as aligned to the PDO Time To
Talk Data programme. Two meetings may be virtual. The venue for the meeting will be confirmed
prior to each meeting. Invitations will be sent to members at least two weeks prior to a meeting.
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9. CONTACT PERSON FOR TECHNICAL ENQUIRIES

All enquiries related to the WCSIF can be forwarded to:

1.

Western Cape Government, Department of the Premier
Directorate: Provincial Spatial InNformation
Address: 4 Dorp Street, Cape Town

Attention: Mr Jacques du Preez
Telephone: 021 483 5079
E-mail: Jacques.dupreez@westerncape.gov.za

Department of Local Government
Directorate: District and Local Performance Monitoring
Address: NBS Building, St Georges Mall, Cape Town

Attention: Mr Nabeel Rylands
Telephone: 021 483 0646
E-mail: Nabeel.Rylands@westerncape.gov.za
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