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WESTERN CAPE SPATIAL INFORMATION FORUM MEETING,  

VIRTUAL MEETING, 22 June 2023 

The Western Cape Spatial Information Forum (WCSIF) is an initiative of the Department of the Premier (DotP) 

and the Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development (DALRRD), with the City of Cape 

Town (CoCT) being part of the planning committee. At this meeting the updated Terms of Reference 

indicated the new partnership between DotP and the Department of Local Government (DLG) to manage 

and drive the WCSIF.  

The forum meeting was a virtual MS Teams meeting, with 73 delegates present. Delegates were mainly 

from the provincial and national government, and 16 municipalities were represented.  

The programme covered various presentations and some will be made available on the WCSIF website. 

The site is in the process of being updated and will be made available soon. In the interim, the 

presentations, recording, transcript, and more can be sourced here.  

Highlights from the programme: 

Jacques du Preez (Director: Provincial Spatial Information) and Nabeel Rylands (Director: District And Local 

Performance Monitoring) provided an update of the Terms of Reference.  The presentation also explained 

the reporting landscape. 

Provincial Focus: David Hanley (DEA&DP) presented and demonstrated the Spatial Development 

Framework Viewer. He presented some background and context to the units that developed the viewer, 

before discussing SDFs and the associated data. A brief overview of the business case for the viewer was 

shared, which could help members with motivation for similar projects. Mr Hanley showed an example of 

a traditional SDF, and then covered the consolidation and rationalising of related data, before sharing 

some insights, capabilities, and opportunities that will be explored. He then demonstrated the viewer and 

showed the manual that is available to users. At present the viewer is limited to internal users. The MSDF 

data can be requested by contacting Mr Hanley. 

Local Focus: Salman Damons from the Garden Route District Municipality (GRDM) shared the work they 

have done with GIS in the district, including successes and failures. He brought the discussion into the 

context of municipal priorities. This work was then complimented by two presentations from colleagues at 

local municipalities: 

• Ms Corlize Bester from George showcased some of the GIS work they have developed. Focus was 

on public viewers they shared and the sharing of spatial data with stakeholders. She showcased 

the Oblique Viewer which allows the public and users to measure building and other feature heights 

as well. Other viewers included a Heritage viewer (internal only), their Integrated Zoning Scheme 

which is under review, their own SDF viewer, and their building plan status viewer. She also showed 

how they use Survey 123 to gather data and information from field workers, businesses, and citizens.  

They also make use of ArcGIS Dashboards to view any municipal contraventions, which are 

captured with Survey 123. 

• Ms Janine Erasmus from GRDM demonstrated their GIS application which tracks health inspections 

at businesses. They also make use of Survey 123 to capture the data and then present this using 

ArcGIS Dashboard.  

National Focus:  Morena Letsosa from the Committee for Spatial Information (CSI) provided feedback on 

their activities. An overview of the way sub-committees will be structured and some key CSI resolutions 

were shared. He also provided details on the International Cartography Conference to be held in Cape 

Town 13-18 August 2023.   
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