IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Western Cape Commissioner for Children, Sarah Roberts, speaks on violence against
children.

The Western Cape Commissioner for Children expresses profound concern
regarding the pervasive and ongoing violence against children within the
province. This alarming trend manifests across all spheres of the children’s lives,
including in their homes, schools, and communities. This dire situation is explicitly
highlighted and articulated by children themselves at community child rights
workshops, and, regrettably, continues unabated, tragically disrupting countless
childhoods. The persistent exposure to such violence undermines the
fundamental right of every child to a safe and nurturing environment conducive
to their growth and development.

The Children's Commissioner does not have an oversight authority over the
security cluster, nor is the institution a frontline service provider for directly
addressing violence against children. Instead, the Children's Commissioner is
specifically mandated to hold the social sector of government accountable,
ensuring they exert their utmost efforts in serving the best interests of children.
The police and the child protection system at the Department of Social
Development are called upon to do their job well in responding when children
are violated, and communities must hold the front-line services to account to do
their best.

In a proactive effort to amplify the voices of children and address their concerns
directly, the Children's Commissioner will actively explore community-based
platforms across various municipalities in the province.

Having served as a Children's Magistrate, the Children's Commissioner identified
several critical issues that profoundly impact the well-being of children in the
Western Cape, as frequently brought before the court. Among these, the

About the Western Cape Commissioner for Children: The Western Cape Commissioner for Children is an independent governance institution in the Western
Cape. The Commissioner is mandated to protect and promote the rights, needs and interests of children in the province by working with the departments of
Education, Health, Social Development, as well as Cultural Affairs and Sport. The Commissioner for Children reports to the Provincial Parliament on activities,
functions and progress on objectives.



ongoing violence against children stands out as a pervasive challenge. This
issue, however, extends beyond the direct purview of the four social sector
departments overseen by the Western Cape Commissioner for Children. This
critical recognition underscores an urgent and fundamental need to cultivate
and strengthen strategic relationships with additional government departments
and stakeholders. A comprehensive collaborative approach to child welfare
necessitates engagement with the different stakeholders to effectively tackle
the multifaceted nature of child violence and ensure holistic protection.

In a significant step towards strengthening accountability and oversight, the
Children's Commissioner has a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the
Western Cape Police Ombudsman. This agreement aims to bolster police
oversight, specifically in relation to police inefficiencies and any breakdown in
the relationship between the community and the police on matters concerning
children in the province. Furthermore, the MOU seeks to foster links and facilitate
the exchange of experiences and best practices between the two institutions.

Homes and schools are inherently meant to be sanctuaries, safe environments
where children can flourish, learn, and be nurtured. It is profoundly distressing
that these fundamental spaces are all too often riddled with violence
specifically targeted at children. The Children's Commissioner strongly
encourages parents and guardians, as primary caregivers, to ensure the
unwavering protection of children within their homes. Similarly, the safety of
schools is paramount, and every effort must be made to create secure
educational environments. It is unacceptable that children are exposed to
violence and crime while at school, in an environment that is explicitly designed
to facilitate their development and learning.

Beyond the family and school, communities are also actively encouraged to
play a vital supporting role, working collaboratively with parents and guardians
to safeguard children from harm and create a collective protective
environment.

ENDS.
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