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Western Cape Commissioner for Children welcomes budgetary allocations to
strengthen the social sector

The Western Cape Commissioner for Children (WCCC) and her Child Government
Monitors (CGMs) have welcomed the budgetary allocations made by Minister of
Finance Enoch Godongwana in the 2025/2026 budget.

Despite the VAT increase, there are positive developments in the budget that
align with the WCCC and CGMs' recommendations in the 2023 National Medium-
Term Budget Policy Statement. Notably, the budget allocates an additional R10
billion over the medium term to increase the Early Childhood Development (ECD)
subsidy from R17 to R24 per day per child, which will support approximately
700,000 more children. This increase is a significant step towards enhancing
access to quality early childhood education, a priority that the WCCC has long
advocated for.

Furthermore, the budget includes provisions to protect approximately 11,000
teacher jobs, which is crucial for maintaining the quality of education for children.
The WCCC has consistently highlighted the importance of education. In the 2023
national MTBPS submission, Isabella Dawood, a CGM, noted the importance of
education and the quality of education as this links to the drop-out rate and youth
unemployment. This commitment to preserving teacher positions aligns with the
WCCC's recommendations for prioritising education in budget allocations.

The budget also includes a positive increase in social grants, with the Child
Support Grant rising by R30 to R560 per month, which aligns with the WCCC's
recommendation to better support families in need, as social grants are allocated
R284.7 billion in 2025/26. Additionally, the health budget is set to grow from R277
billion in 2024/25 to R329 billion in 2027/28, reflecting the WCCC's advocacy for
enhanced health services, with R28.9 bilion allocated primarily to retain
healthcare workers, ensuring necessary medical care for children.



The Commissioner and the CGMs have been diligently tfracking the budget and
the national and provincial MTBPS over the years, advocating for a child-centred
approach to governance. One of the key recommendations from the WCCC has
been to avoid increasing the Value Added Tax (VAT), as it disproportionately
impacts vulnerable families and children, a concern echoed by Vimbai
Watambwa, CGM, in the MTPBS 2023 submission who said, "If VAT is increased the
goods and services will be more expensive, imagine the toll on struggling parents
already".

In the 2025/2026 Budget, the government has proposed an increase in VAT, which
will rise to 16% by 2026/27.

This decision has been met with disappointment from the WCCC and CGMs, as
we have consistently argued that such an increase would have a detrimental
effect on children and families, particularly those already living in poverty. The
WCCC's 2023 MTBPS submission emphasised that "“the government should
consider taxation from this perspective too," highlighting that children are (also)
current taxpayers and should be included in discussions about fiscal policies that
affect their lives.

Commissioner for Children Christina Nomdo said: “The Commissioner for Children
is happy to hear of budgetary allocations which would strengthen the social
sector to some extent. The Child Government Monitors in my office are
disappointed that their lobbying for no increase to VAT has not succeeded”

Nomdo stressed the need to appreciate the balancing act in the budget and
hoped the country could commit more strongly to the needs of those on the
margins in the future.
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About the Western Cape Commissioner for Children: The Western Cape Commissioner for Children is an independent governance institution in the Western
Cape. The Commissioner is mandated to protect and promote the rights, needs and interests of children in the province by working with the departments of
Education, Health, Social Development as well as Cultural Affairs and Sport. The Commissioner for Children reports to the Provincial Parliament on activities,
functions and progress on objectives



