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Western Cape Commissioner for Children (WCCC) implements a workshop with children aimed 

at lobbying for child-centred and child-friendly governance. 

The Western Cape Commissioner for Children (WCCC) is implementing a week-long workshop 

for Child Government Monitors (CGMs) aimed at lobbying for child-centred and child-friendly 

governance.  

 

The workshop will be held from 24th to 28th June 2024 in Cape Town. The programme will bring 

together 20 CGMs between the ages of 13 and 17 years, including our most experienced child 

budget analysts and child human rights defenders as well as some new CGMs. The workshop 

has been curated to give the CGMs with the opportunity to work on specific analytical outputs 

to encourage more child-friendly and child-centred governance. The children will participate in 

a variety of activities, such as creating child-friendly versions of the national budget process, 

developing infographics, scripting debates with the National Treasury, and producing a child-

friendly version of the Department of Cultural Affairs and Sports' 2024/25 annual report. 
 

The CGMs, notably the 12 selected child advisors, have received specialised training in budget 

analysis for more than 18 months. In 2024 alone, these children have made submissions across all 

three government spheres – on the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement, the Appropriations 

Bill, the Western Cape Department of Health, and the Bitou Municipality 2024/5 budget. They are 

well-versed in the requirements for a child-centred and child-friendly budget. They are experts in 

children’s lived realities and have been trained on child rights and how government works.  
 

During this week, the CGMs will present their work to key decision-makers in provincial and 

national government. By partnering with the National Treasury, the WCCC aims to create a 

precedent for child-centred governance in the country. The Children's Commissioner believes 

that by empowering children to participate in decision-making processes, the government can 

foster a more inclusive and equitable society where all children have the opportunity to reach 

their full potential. 
 

We invite members of the media to cover the workshops from Monday to Thursday. For 

interviews with the Commissioner, please contact the provided contacts below. 

 
Media inquiries: 

Mthuthuzeli Ntseku  

Cell: 073 496 5880 

Mthuthuzeli.Ntseku@wccc.gov.za 

 


