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Western Cape Commissioner for Children Child Government Monitors speak on the
Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement (MTBPS) ahead of National Children’s Day.

The Western Cape Commissioner for Children and her Child Government Monitors
(CGMs) have once again assessed whether the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement
is child-centered and child-friendly.

We called on National Treasury to develop a child-friendly version of the budget when
we made our 2023 MTBPS submission in National Parliament. Subsequently, we
succeeded in encouraging National Treasury to develop a ‘Cool Kids Guide to the
Budget’ which they launched with us in June 2024. We commend them for listening to
the advocacy call from child human rights defenders.

By now our CGMs are public budget analysis experts. They have commented on the
MTBPS since 2020 and initiated their own #ChildBudgetAnalysis campaign. The
Commissioner has trained them on child rights budget analysis since 2022. It started with
them understanding budget policy on national and provincial levels and making
Parliamentary submissions.

They participated in the budget hearings of Western Cape Department of Social
Development (DSD) as well as the Department of Health and Wellness (DoHW). At the
hearing the Head of Department (HOD) of Health and Wellness asserted in response to
a question from our CGM, that the entire health system is family and child focused. The
CGMs decided to check whether this was true and started the #Followthemoney
advocacy campaign. They organised with the Commissioner and the DOHW 1o visit
primary, secondary and tertiary health services and emergency services. They
compiled their analysis in a written and poster submission and presented it to the HOD
in July 2024. It was well-received and the CGMs were encouraged to provide more
recommendations especially on adolescent health care.

The CGMs commented on the 2024 MTBPS, noting that the speech the Minister of
Finance made is still not accessible to most people and it is definitely not child-friendly.
The use of technical language and specialized terms continues to be a barrier for
children, making it difficult for them to understand and contribute to the MTBPS.
Although children want to provide feedback and be involved in the MPTS, the jargon
used by the Minister prevents them from doing so.
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“Because | mean there's Parliament for that terminology. When he is addressing the public he's
supposed to understand that our literacy rate is quite low particularly the minor category
[meaning children]” - Inathi Kente.

“Personally, if | didn’t have the knowledge on governance that | do, | probably wouldn’t even
know what's going on” - Tara Hendricks.

The children understand that child-friendly communication uses simple language,
colourful infographics, and clear explanations to convey the budget policy story. This is
important for children to grasp, as it affects their fundamental lived realities. When
asked what child-friendly means, the children answered:

“Is it easy for children to understand? Is it engaging? Is it formatted in a way that it's easy for
children to read? Is the language child-friendly?” - John-Lee Pladijies.

Although the MTBPS speech references social services like education and health, the
children were disappointed to note that there was no mention of "children" or "child."
When asked about their overall impression of the MTBPS and whether they heard or saw
terms such as "child" or "children" in the speech, some of the children responded:

“I'm still shocked they didn’t mention children directly but them go put 2 kids on the cover” -
Isabella Dawood.

“This actually shows us how much government thinks of children and how are children not
prioritised by government, as children are not directly mention[ed] in the speech” - Jenicton
Julies.

“From what | fook from it. He was like ‘this is the grown-ups talking’ because the main concerns
were employment, stopping corruption and decreased debt. He didn't speak to children at all.
This time they didn’'t even scrape the surface with the normal problems children face that
government officials always use” - Isabella Dawood.

Furthermore, the children do not believe that the country has its debt under control.
Although the Minister stated that the country is working on stabilising its debt, the
children are concerned about the impact this debt will have on social services, which
directly affects them.

Children were also skeptical about public private partnerships. When asked about the
government frying to get help from the private sector to cover the needs in the country,
the children said:

“It could be a good thing in terms of resources, but | don't think fair practices would be in place,
own agendas would take over”- John-Lee Plaatjies

“l don't think they’ll do it, it's foo much of a risk with our countries history of corruption”- Isabella
Dawood.
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“I think it would be good to do and give the country and help. But both sides need to be at a fair
agreement to be able to work with each other because if not, it could go bad”- Imivuyo Dyantyi

The children also believe that the idea of balancing building better things and
providing money to parents in need to feed their children is good. They said:

“Its 50/50. Long-term benefits like better schools and hospitals, creating jobs, and improving
overall quality of life and immediate help for the poor to buy what they need, which boosts local
economies. Both the ways are good”- Jenicton Julies

“I think having to raise sanitary towels by learners for other learners is unnecessary when sanitary
[towels] is supposed to be seen as a basic necessity and should be provided by government just
like condoms”- John-Lee Plaatjies

Children’s Commissioner, Christina Nomdo says: “We proudly claim that we have
partficipatory governance in this country. However, government still makes little effort to
make policy information accessible, pitched at the level even a child can understand.
Children have the right to be involved in all decisions affecting their lives... it is
important for children to be able to engage in public policy, especially budget
decisions.”

Ends.
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