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Western Cape Commissioner for Children encourages all to support the nomination of a
new Children's Commissioner

The Western Cape Commissioner for Children, Christina Nomdo, has formally requested
Parlioment to initiate the process to appoint a new Children's Commissioner. Ms. Nomdo's
tenure as Commissioner will conclude on May 31, 2025 — having commenced in June
2020.

In accordance with the Western Cape Commissioner for Children Act 2 of 2019, the
incumbent holds the position for a five-year term and is eligible for only one additional
term. However, Ms Nomdo has expressed her decision not to pursue a second term due
to personal reasons. Ms Nomdo disclosed this information during her appearance before
the Standing Committee on the Premier and Constitutional Matters in the Western Cape
Parliament in August 2024.

She also updated the Standing Committee regarding matters concerning the institution.
Despite being established for four years, the institution continues to grapple with a
meagre staff complement. The office is staffed by only two permanent members. Three
funded posts are vacant due to protracted recruitment processes. This lack of personnel
impedes the Children's Commissioner's ability to fully discharge her duties as outlined in
the Western Cape Children's Commission Act 2 of 2019.

Furthermore, the Commissioner informed the Standing Committee that she lacks a
permanent office. Currently, the Commissioner occupies a temporary space within the
provincial government offices located at Waldorf Arcade. An appropriate office for the
institution was idenfified in Cape Town. However, due to its current location and
condifion, the Commissioner was advised that it may tfake more than two years to
prepare for occupancy.

Reflecting on her first term as the Children's Commissioner, Nomdo described the past
four years of institution-building, as characterised by challenges in the establishment of
the institution. Nomdo is grateful for the commitment of the province towards the office
of the Commissioner for Children. The legislature of the 7t administration has committed
to engage in regular meetings with the Commissioner to facilitate discussions regarding
recommendations and advice to government, and to explore additional oversight of the



executive. Moreover, government has realised the necessity to establish regulations and
special policies suitable for the institution. Nomdo wishes to reassert that Children’s
Commissioner’s / Ombudspersons worldwide are independent governance institutions.

The prospective Commissioner must therefore consider increased resources such as
budgets, staffing, a permanent accommodation as well as special regulations and
policies; as some of their key institution-building objectives, in the second term. It is still
important to conscientise all stakeholders about the current legal mandate of the
Commissioner, while constantly taking stock of whether this fulfills the aim of promoting
and protecting the needs, interests and rights of children in the province. Whereas the
first Commissioner elected to focus on a #littlevoicesMUSTcount mission, the new
Commissioner may decide to change the focus of the office according to their own
assessment of what is needed to enhance governance to realise child rights.

The establishment of the Western Cape Commissioner for Children’s Office as a distinct
Chapter 9 institution (in the provincial Constitution), the first of its kind in the country and
only the second in Africa, represents a significant milestone for the province and is a
testament to the commitment to children's rights. A well-resourced Commissioner for
Children is essential for the realisation of children's rights in the province.

Considering this, the Commissioner encourages the public to write to the Speaker of the
Western Cape Provincial Parliament to initiate the process of appointing a new
Commissioner for Children and to publish a timeline to achieve this milestone.
Furthermore, the public should consider the specific qualities as well as professional and
personal fraits that they believe are essential in a Commissioner for Children. It is
imperative to collectively ensure a seamless transition in leadership for the benefit of our
province's children.

Commissioner Nomdo has designated this last year of her term, as a time for reflection
and celebration of the achievements and progress made thus far.

Ends.
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About the Western Cape Commissioner for Children: The Western Cape Commissioner for Children is an
independent governance institution in the Western Cape. The Commissioner is mandated to protect and
promote the rights, needs and interests of children in the province by working with the departments of
Education, Health, and Social Development as well as Cultural Affairs and Sport. The Commissioner for
Children reports to the Provincial Parliament on activities, functions and progress on objectives.



