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BOSWELL, Barbara
The comrade’s wife: a novel.- Jacana Media, 2024.

The comrade’s wife follows a turbulent marriage between a rising politician and an academic, told 
through her life and lens. Shortlist winner of a 2025 South African Literary Award (SALA) – Novel 
Awards; shortlisted for a 2025 Sunday Times Literary Award – Fiction Prize; winner of the 2025 
University of Johannesburg Main Prize (English).

ADULT BOOKS

FOURIE, PP
The heart is the size of a fist.- Kwela Books, 2021.
’n Hart is so groot soos ’n vuis/vertaal deur Marius Swart.- Kwela Boeke, 2021.

A story of a boy’s complicated relationship with his violent, but charismatic, 
alcoholic father. The son, Paul, recalls periods that his parents reconciled, followed 
by times of desperate flight with his damaged mother. It is also a poignant 
coming-of-age and a coming-out tale as Paul discovers his identity. And a story 
of brotherly love, as he seeks to protect from harm his estranged half-brother.

LANGA, Malose
Becoming men: Black masculinities in a South African township.- Wits University Press, 2020.

The story of 32 boys from Alexandra over a period of twelve seminal years in which they negotiate 
manhood and masculinity. Psychologist and academic Professor Malose Langa has documented 
graphically what it means to be a young Black man in contemporary South Africa. The boys discuss a 
range of topics including the impact of absent fathers, relationships with mothers, siblings and girls, 
school violence, academic performance, homophobia, gangsterism, unemployment and, in one case, 
prison life. Dominant themes that emerge are deep ambivalence, self-doubt and hesitation in the boys’ 
approaches to alternative masculinities that are non-violent, non-sexist and non-risk-taking.



OVIES, Engela
Flora.- Human & Rousseau, 2022.

Flora, Engela Ovies’ second novel, is a heart-rending story of a twelve-year-old Nama girl’s love 
for her siblings and the sacrifices she makes to fulfil her mother’s dream. A compassionate story 
about family, forgiveness and the power of love, it also explores the impact of substance abuse and 
domestic violence on children.

SWARTZ, Ivor
Die verlore seun vannie Gaatjie.- Lux Verbi, 2020.

Ivor Swartz grew up in bleak circumstances in an informal settlement at Grabouw. His father died 
young, leaving his mother to raise him and his siblings on her own. His eldest brother terrorised the 
family and one night Ivor and a friend shot and fatally wounded him. Ivor ended up in prison and 
upon his release had to start a new life. Now a youth pastor with a passion for the Lord, he uses his 
life story to inspire others. This is the true tale of a lost son who has come home.

TSHABALALA, Melusi
Magenge, we need to talk.- Melinda Ferguson Books, 2020.

A call to men to open up, talk more, listen more and change. The book is built around a series of 
conversations that the author has been having with his male friends, his Magenge, over the years. 
These intimate and often humorous convos navigate Black fatherhood, Black love, gender relations, 
gender-based violence, racism, traditions and religion, hosted by the intrepid Melusi, in a wonky 
world Black men find themselves in.

BARNARD, Hannes
Halley’s comet: a novel.- Penguin Random House South Africa, 2022.
Halley se komeet.- Wenkbrou, 2019.

A coming-of-age story, full of emotion and nostalgia, set in a troubled country 
where doing the right thing was not always easy. Pete de Lange must survive as 
a teenager in a small town during the 1980s, together with his new-found friends. 
In a country marked by turmoil and racial conflict, this is not as easy as it seems. 
Pete and his friends witnessed a horrendous crime, and the perpetrator is on their 
case. Will justice prevail?

YOUNG ADULT BOOKS

NYATHI, Sue
When secrets become stories: women speak out.- Jonathan Ball Publishers, 2021.

Women from all walks of life, across racial lines, age and income demographics, boldly speak out.
With contributions by Lorraine Sithole, Desiree-Anne Martin, Mamokgethi Phakeng, Shafinaaz Hassim, 
Cathy Park Kelly and Olivia Jasriel, who as a child was sexually abused by tennis star Bob Hewitt.



CLOW, Kimberley and GEIGER-KRIGE, Graham
Musa meets a million families: a celebration of diversity/illustrated by Brice Reignier.- Africa Press 
Publications, 2021.

Musa flies across South Africa in his minibus rocket and meets many different families. Musa has 
a loving family and a wonderful home. But what do other families look like? Where do they live? 
What are their favourite foods? What language do they communicate in? And what makes them 
a family? These are the questions Musa aims to answer as he sets out on a mission to meet the 
delightfully diverse families of South Africa!

EDWARDS, Gregory
The Table Mountain story: a Khoikhoi story/illustrated by Gregory Edwards.- Gregory Edwards, 
2019.

A fun-filled fiction story about the famous berg set in a magical world of the Khoikhoi/Xam 
tribe, it incorporates a glossary of Khoi words, a leaflet on English words showing how this is 
spelt in Khoisan, and a map of the Khoi/San occupation in Cape Town prior to colonisation.

GRAVETT, Emily
Meerkat Christmas.- Two Hoots, 2019.

Sunny wants a white Christmas, with a decorated tree, carols and sprouts for dinner … 
none of which he can see at home in the Kalahari Desert. So off he heads to find the 
perfect Christmas elsewhere, before realizing that maybe Christmas isn’t all about the 
trimmings. Emily Gravett’s witty and heartwarming celebration of festive fun and family 
love shows that Christmas can be whatever you want it to be.

LANGENI, Sewela
Making friends with feelings/illustrated by Subi 
Bosa.- New Africa Books, 2023.
Maak vriende met jou gevoelens/illustrasies deur 
Subi Bosa; vertaal deur Tanja Malherbe.
- New Africa Books, 2023.
Ukuzihlobanisa neeMvakalelo/imizobo nguSubi 
Bosa; inguqulelo nguXolisa Guzula.- David Philip 
Publishers, 2023.

A compassionate story that teaches boys that it is 
okay to cry when you are sad and that it is healthy to 
express your emotions.

JUVENILE BOOKS

BOTIMELE, BT
Ubulumko bentombazana eyinhlekisa/illustrated by Moses Dladla; translated by Zodwa Mtirara.
- Aletta Motimele Publishers, 2023.

IsiXhosa beginner reader that deals with gender-based violence.
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MURRAY, Lynne and VAN NIEKERK, Lauren-Jayne
Different families come together/illustrated by Alexander Neeske.- Mikhulu Child Development 
Trust, 2022.

Families organise their lives in different ways. In some, family members have similar roles, 
sharing household duties, while in others they differ in what each member does, taking on 
‘traditional’ male and female roles. This book shows two contrasting families. By sharing tasks 
everyone can feel satisfied.

TAVOLA, Sarah 
Perfectly different/illustrated by Sinan Hallak.- Struik Children’s Books, 2019.

A delightful tale, written in rhyme, about a little boy asking his mother a series of questions 
about why all his friends are so different — in appearance and character. Each time his 
mother explains they are all as beautiful and wonderful as one another, and perfect as they 
are. Let’s embrace individuality and respect differences.

MOAHLOLI, Refiloe
A friend for all seasons/illustrated by Nicci Martin.- Pan 
Macmillan Children’s Books, 2023.
Umhlobo wamaxesha onke/imizobo nguNicci Martin.- 
Pan Macmillan Children’s Books, 2023.
’n Maat vir alle seisoene/illustrasies deur Nicci Martin.- 
Pan Macmillan Kinderboeke, 2023.

A new family has moved in next door. Vuyo can see 
them from his bedroom window. The mom is dancing, 
the dad is laughing, the dog keeps wagging its tail. 
Why does the little girl look sad? A lyrical book about 
friendship and kindness that encourages young 
children to accept and support others.


