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Minister’s book club titles 2024 – Holiday reads

ADULT FICTION

FREDERICKS, Brian
Hou jou oë oop.- Human & Rousseau, 2022.

About this book:
‘Ricardo lives in Kewtown with his mom, his elder brother, Anton, and sister, Tracy, who is mixed up 
with Capone, a gangster from the blokke. So many things go wrong, and before Ricardo can blink his 
eyes, both his mother and brother have passed away, and he is living in a wendyhouse in Capone’s 
back yard. How is he going to survive if he can’t even provide for his girlfriend, Mentha? A deeply 
disturbing bildungsroman by the award-winning author of As die Cape Flats kon praat.’ (nb.co.za)

RHYS, Chase
Kinnes, ’n novella.- Kwêla Boeke, 2018.

About this book:
‘Everyone in Jurassic Park, on the Cape Flats, knows Anwaar ‘Ahnie’ Brandt since he was an extra in 
the GangStar movie. But as the boss of the Butcher Boys he has bigger plans. Derick leaves school to 
find a job when Nicole falls pregnant. Rolanda wants to live her best life as a Cape Kardashian. With 
the odds stacked against them — will these dreams be stifled and trapped in a perpetuating cycle?
The story of four characters on the brink of adulthood somewhere along the Cape Flats.’ (nb.co.za)

MEYER, Deon
Leo: ’n Bennie Griessel-dossier.- NB Publishers, 2023.

About this book:
Latest crime thriller in internationally acclaimed South African author Deon Meyer’s police 
procedural series featuring detectives Benny Griessel and Vaughn Cupido. ‘A student’s death in 
the mountain near Stellenbosch looks suspicious. A former recce killed as a message to someone: 
“Keep your trap shut.” A corrupt politician’s body found in the bunker on the sixteenth green of 
the Arabella golf estate, with a mysterious message written in the sand. A sensual game ranger, 
recruited as a honey trap for the biggest dollar heist in the country’s history. And dark forces 
lurking in the halls of power trying to sabotage Benny Griessel and Vaughn Cupido’s every move. 
You need a cool head to untangle this web of deceit, to manage the incessant pressure. You have 
to be calm and focused. And sober. But Benny Griessel’s head isn’t cool. He’s worried. Anxious. 

And a little bit scared. Because he is getting married on 12 June, a date roaring down on him like a bullet train. And he 
isn’t remotely ready for it. Chaos is coming.’ (deonmeyer.com)

MEYER, Deon
Karoonag en ander verhale.- Human & Rousseau, 2009.

About this book:
Seven suspense stories — a collection of six short stories and a novella: Karoonag; Stiltetyd; Die 
perfekte moord; Die Nostradamus-dokument; Verslag oor ’n verdwyning; Die skoen in Maria; Die 
ontvoering van Leendert le Roux. Characters from Meyer’s previous novels who feature in these 
gripping short stories are Lemmer, Benny Griessel, Johnny October, Fransman Dekker, Mbali 
Kaleni, Inspector Ferdinando Adornato, and Muller. Set in The Karoo, Bellville, Botrivier, Cape 
Town, and Milan there are themes of murder, disappearance, kidnapping and suspense to keep 
readers hooked in these well-written stories by acclaimed author Deon Meyer.

https://www.nb.co.za/en/view-book?id=9780798182744#:~:text=Ricardo%20lives%20in%20Kewtown%20with,wendyhouse%20in%20Capone's%20back%20yard.
https://www.nb.co.za/au/view-book/?id=9780795708763
https://www.deonmeyer.com/leo.html


ADULT NON-FICTION

JOWELL, Joan
Zephany – two mothers ; one daughter: an astonishing true story.- Tafelberg, 2019.
Afrikaans edition: Zephany – twee ma’s, een dogter: ’n ongelooflike ware verhaal.
- Tafelberg, 2019.

About this book:
‘It is every mother’s worst nightmare: Your newborn baby is kidnapped shortly 
after birth. But how does it feel if you find out as a teenager that you are in fact the 
kidnapped baby? Your mother is your kidnapper and you are Zephany Nurse. In this 
book, Miché Solomon tells her side of the story for the first time. She talks about 
her battle with her double identity, the complicated relationships with her two 
families, and who she is now.’ (NB Publishers)

ALFRED, Luke and HAWKEY, Ian
Vuvuzela dawn: 25 sports stories that shaped a new nation.- Macmillan, 2019.

About this book:
‘In 2019, South Africa celebrated 25 years of democracy and the freedom that turned the country 
from a political pariah to one warmly embraced by the world. Nowhere was the welcome more 
visible, or more emotional, than in sport. Vuvuzela dawn tells the stories of that return. From Bafana 
Bafana’s Africa Cup of Nations win to the fabled ‘438’ Proteas game, we go behind the scenes of the 
great moments and record-breaking triumphs from 1994 to the present.’

ADRIAANSE, Wilna
Blindside/translated by Elsa Silke.- Tafelberg, 2019.
Afrikaans edition: Dubbelspel.- Tafelberg, 2014.

About this book:
‘Still grieving the death of her dad, an honest cop if ever there was one, Ellie McKenna 
accepts a mission to infiltrate Cape Town’s dark criminal underbelly. She knows that in 
her line of work the brave often end up dead… blindsided by a faceless enemy. Wilna 
Adriaanse’s Blindside is the first of her novels to be translated into English.’
(NB Publishers)

VAN HEERDEN, Etienne
Die biblioteek aan die einde van die wêreld.- Tafelberg, 2019.
English edition: A library to flee.- Tafelberg, 2022.

About this book:
‘Lawyer Ian Brand sends out a tweet that changes his life irrevocably. Thuli Khumalo, 
Fallist leader, must choose between betraying her father and forsaking her principles. 
Snaar Windvogel, once the little violin girl of Matjiesfontein, is now in transition 
under the knife of Piekenier Leqluerck, plastic surgeon and fossa impresario. And all 
the while the Mother City’s mysterious crossbow killer is poised to strike again…’
(NB Publishers)

KEKEZWA, Sipho R
Ziyakhamana.- Oxford University Press, 2020.

About this book:
The story revolves around Ntswela who fathered three sons with three different women. He eventually 
married the mother of his youngest son, Fanta. Fanta grew up in a nurturing environment, cherished 
by his father, but remained oblivious to his two half-siblings. The eldest son, Ntlupheko having a 
difficult upbringing, harbored resentment towards his younger brother. Tensions escalated when 
Fanta was appointed principal at the school where Ntlupheko served as deputy principal. The eldest 
son seized this chance to exact revenge on his unsuspecting brother. This poignant novel delves into 
the complexities of family relationships.



ALFRED, Luke,
Magic: Desiree Ellis: from Salt River to the 2023 World Cup: an authorized biography.- Macmillan, 2023.

About this book:
Local authorised biography. ‘Desiree Ellis has been associated with Banyana Banyana, the South African 
women’s national football team, for 30 years — initially making her mark as a player (1993–2002), before 
transitioning to coaching. Taking the experience of 32 caps, including captaining the team when South 
Africa won the inaugural Cosafa Women’s Cup in 2002, she went on to become the most successful 
women’s coach in South Africa. After a stint as assistant coach to Vera Pauw, Desiree was officially 
appointed head coach in 2018 and continued adding to her outstanding resumé. A high point came in 
2022 when she coached Banyana Banyana to the Wafcon title in Morocco. The win also earned the team 

automatic qualification for the 2023 FIFA Women’s World Cup. But Desiree’s inspiring football journey began many years 
before on the streets of Salt River in Cape Town where she developed the strength and skills that earned her the nickname 
Magic on the field. Back then soccer boots were only dreamed of and it was her Bata Toughees school shoes that suffered 
the wear and tear, often to the despair of her hardworking parents. In the early days of the Athlone Celtic women’s side, it 
was a family affair: (Uncle) Eddie took on the role of coach, (Mom) Natalie’s seamstress skills saw them all kitted out, and 
(Dad) Ernest handled everything else, from transport to scheduling games. When Desiree’s talent and dedication saw her 
become a serious contender at league and then provincial level, and finally gave her a chance to play with and against the 
world’s best, there was no stopping her. As South Africa emerged from sporting exile after the dark days of apartheid and 
stepped up to the international stage, Desiree proved to everyone who believed in her that dreams can come true.
	 ‘Desiree Ellis has walked a remarkable journey. The result is that young South African girls now know they can create 
their own future.’ – Vera Pauw, former coach of Banyana Banyana (Pan Macmillan SA)

VAN DER MERWE, Ilse
Cape Mediterranean: the way we love to eat.- Struik Lifestyle, 2019.

About this book:
Local cookery book. ‘Cape Mediterranean food/cooking is a South African style of cooking and 
entertaining influenced by one of the oldest and arguably also the healthiest cuisines in the world. 
It has developed naturally from within the Western Cape due to its Mediterranean climate and 
the abundance of classic Mediterranean-style local produce. This book features more than 75 
delectable recipes, from breads, dips and tapas, to lavish salads, succulent roasts, freshly made 
pastas and heavenly desserts. The recipes bring seasonal produce to the fore and the balance of 
dishes and ease of preparation will have you inviting friends and family over in no time to share in 
this veritable bounty.’ (Struik Lifestyle)

TROTTER, Henry
Cape Town: a place between.- Catalyst Press, 2019.

About this book:
The first book in a series called Intimate Geographies. ‘The books in the Intimate Geographies-
series answer the question: If you could read only one book about a place to understand it, to 
glimpse its soul, which book would it be? These books will help locals and travelers get under 
the skin of fascinating places that often remain elusive and enigmatic because of their diversity 
and difference. As short books of around 100 pages each, they allow you to quickly identify the 
unique pulse of a city, the throbbing historical, social, cultural and political beat that underlies 
the interactions of the people who live within it. An incisive mix of travel narrative, literary non-
fiction, and personal memoir, these books are written by authors who have enjoyed lengthy lived 

experiences in these cities. Thus, they are not guidebooks, but their perfect companions, filling in the intimate details 
that other sources leave out. The first volume Cape Town: a place between is written by Henry Trotter.’ (Catalyst Press)

KAMALIE, Koelsoem en SCHRIKKER, Flori, 
Kook saam Kaaps.- LAPA, 2016.

About this book:
Local cookery book. ‘Boontjiestowe, koolfrikkadelle, tamatiebredie, sagopoeding en broodpoeding 
— eerlik gemaak, sonder fieterjasies en moderne byvoegings — is die onopgesmukte huiskos 
waarna ons elkeen verlang. Die hartskos wat met ’n stewige dosis van ma se liefde voorberei is en 
ons instinktief laat weet dat ons by die huis is. Kook saam Kaaps, in samewerking met RSG, stel die 
kos van Koelsoem Kamalie en Flori Schrikker, twee afgetrede tannies van Bonteheuwel in die Kaap, 

bekend. Met onfeilbare resepte, perfek-beproef na jare se ondervinding, kan elkeen weer huiskos, soos ons ma’s dit 
gemaak het, in hul eie kombuise voorberei. Die bestanddele is bekombaar in enige winkel, die resepte nie uitgerek nie, 
en die resultate is gewaarborg. Beide Koelsoem en Flori word gereeld deur Amore Bekker van RSG geskakel om hul 
resepte op haar program, Tjailatyd, te deel.’ (graffitiboeke.co.za)

https://www.graffitiboeke.co.za/af/27657/Boeke


YOUNG ADULT

SCHEERES, Solet
Glam divas/omnibus: boek 1, 2 en 3 in ’n reeks (Talia – Didi – Lienka).- LAPA Uitgewers, 2020.

About this book:
‘Stylvol en swierig: Talia, Didi en Lienka begin ’n stylagentskap om mode-advies uit te deel en 
partytjies te hou in hulle Graad 10-jaar. Terselfdertyd moet hulle die populêre meisies hanteer en 
hulle liefdeslewens uitsorteer!’ (LAPA)

BEZUIDENHOUT, Zelda
Toe ons oneindig was.- Pan MacMillan, 2020.

About this book:
‘Kara Immelman se lewe is eintlik nogal uitgesorteer. Sy is in matriek en hoewel sy heeltemal te 
skaam is om gewild te wees, het sy vir Eduard, haar beste vriend van laerskooldae af. Sy is ook 
haar skool se topswemmer en die moontlikheid van ’n swembeurs wink. Al gebeur daar nie veel 
op die dorpie waar hulle woon nie, het sy en Eduard groot planne om eendag die wêreld te sien. 
Planne wat aangevuur word deur hulle gedeelde passie vir flieks. Wanneer Samantha egter op die 
toneel verskyn, herrangskik dit Kara en Eduard se hele bestaan. Want Sam is nie net onmoontlik 
mooi nie, sy speel ook volgens haar eie reëls. Toe ons oneindig was is die verhaal van ’n meisie 
wat nog altyd presies gedoen het wat van haar verwag is. Iemand wat so besig was om almal 
gelukkig te hou, dat sy nooit regtig probeer uitvind het wat háár gelukkig maak nie. Totdat sy een 

middag in ’n aantrekhokkie vir die heel eerste keer gesoen word. Dis ’n storie oor vriendskap en lojaliteit. Oor seksualiteit 
en vloeibaarheid. Maar bowenal is dit die verhaal van ’n meisie op ’n selfontdekkingsreis — die soort reis wat in ’n 
Hollywoodfliek hoort.’ (Pan Macmillan)

HICKMAN, John
Sokkerdrome: afskop/vertaal deur Jaco Jacobs; geïllustreer deur Neil Evans.- LAPA Uitgewers, 2020.

About this book:
Jaco Jacobs has translated this soccer themed series title, ideal for struggling and reluctant 
readers (or even those with dyslexia, or those with English as an additional language) into 
Afrikaans. The football trials series is aimed at readers aged 12+ and has a manageable length (64 
pages) and reading age (9+). It is a coming-of-age story that follows a boy from a tower block as 
he joins a premier league football academy. Jackson is really good at football, so when a scout from 
United spots him in the park, it seems like he might just have the chance to make it out of his high-
rise tower block and into the premier league. But the other boys have been playing together since 
they were young and Jackson isn’t sure he’ll ever fit in — or be able to manage his fiery temper.

HOLTZHAUSEN, Evelyn John
Hiking Cape Town: 35 spectacular hikes in and around Cape Town.- Struik Travel & Heritage, 2022.

About this book:
‘The mountains and forests in and around Cape Town are a hiker’s paradise, offering an array 
of excursions to suit both new converts and seasoned ramblers. Hiking Cape Town covers 35 
exciting hikes on the Cape Peninsula and further afield, ranging from easy to moderate, with a 
number of more demanding trails for those who want to up their game. From classic hikes up 
the front face of Table Mountain and half-day hikes in the remote Cape Point, to gentle rambles 
along the coast and walks in mountains and nature reserves a short drive from the city, this book 
encompasses the area’s must-do routes. Each description provides easy-to-follow directions and 
specifies the approximate walking time (between 3 and 7 hours), distance, difficulty rating and 

terrain. More challenging extensions to some of the routes are provided for hikers who want a more strenuous workout. 
Full-colour maps and photographs illustrate the routes, and information boxes offer insights into interesting aspects 
of the specific trails. A fresh, engaging guide to 35 hikes in and around Cape Town. Mix of trails for different levels of 
fitness, difficulty and interest. Detailed full-colour maps throughout. Advice on hiking gear, mountain safety and dealing 
with emergencies.’ (Struik Travel & Heritage)



CHILDREN’S FICTION

MOAHLOLI, Refiloe
Ons is een/geïllustreer deur Zinelda McDonald; vertaal 
deur Jaco Jacobs.- Pan Macmillan Kinderboeke, 2020.
English edition: We are one/illustrated by Zinelda 
McDonald.- Pan Macmillan Children’s Books, 2020.
isiXhosa edition: Sibanye/illustrated by Zinelda McDonald;
translated by Xolisa Guzula.- Pan Macmillan Children’s Books, 
2022.

About this book:
‘We may look different you and I, sound different, act 

different, eat different food, and live in different places, but when I look into your eyes, I see myself… A comforting and 
lyrical book about friendship and ubuntu that celebrates both our differences and similarities.’ (Pan Macmillan)

DALY, Niki
Fly high! Thoko.- Jacana Media, 2021.
isiXhosa edition: Ntingela phezulu Thoko.- Jacana Media, 2021.

About this book:
‘Thoko’s kind-hearted! Thoko’s creative! Thoko’s full of fun! In these four easy-
to-read stories, follow Thoko as she realises that beauty is not about how you 
look.’ (Jacana Media)

MASHIGO, Mohale
Where is Lulu?/illustrated by Clyde Beech; designed by 
Nkosingiphile Mazibuko.- Book Dash, 2018.
Afrikaans edition: Waar is Lulu?/geïllustreer deur Clyde 
Beech; ontwerp deur Nkosingiphile Mazibuko; Afrikaanse 
weergawe deur Elna van der Merwe.- Book Dash, 2018.
isiXhosa edition: Uphi uLulu?/imizobo nguClyde Beech; 
ibali nguMohale Mashigo; iyilwe nguNkosingiphile 
Mazibuko; iguqulelwe esiXhoseni nguBabalwayashe 
Molate noXolisa Guzula.- Book Dash, 2018.

About this book:
A small, square, stapled picture-book about Lulu, a little girl who doesn’t want to return her book to the library because 
she likes it so much — but once there she finds lots of other books that she likes just as much. This is one of the books 
created by Book Dash in a day. ‘Book Dash gathers creative volunteers to create new African storybooks that anyone 
can freely print, translate and distribute.’

THEUNISSEN, Karen
Take your place, you belong/illustrated by Miriam Mathosi.
- Jacana Children’s Books, 2021.
Afrikaans edition: Neem jou plek, want jy hoort hier/
geïllustreer deur Miriam Mathosi; vertaal deur Anita van Zyl.
- Jacana, 2021.
isiXhosa edition: Thath’ indawo yakho, ungomnye wethu.
- Jacana Media, 2021.

About this book:
‘Take your place, you belong is a rhyming picture book that tells the story of two best friends who face discrimination 
on the playground because they look different from one another. This book explores themes of empathy, heroism, 
friendship and identity. It helps children, parents and teachers alike, discuss the often all too difficult issues around race, 
diversity and the hurt caused by discrimination. Karen Theunissen’s first book I have brown skin and curly hair was 
listed as one of Brittle Paper’s 50 notable books of 2020 and as one of the “70 books to read before you grow up” by 
Exclusive Books in 2021. It has also been shortlisted under the children’s category for the SA Book Awards.’ (Jacana)



CHILDREN’S NON-FICTION

MASOLA, Athambile
10 extraordinary leaders, activists & pioneers.- Jacana Media, 2021.
Afrikaans edition: 10 besondere leiers, aktiviste & baanbrekers.
- Jacana Media, 2021.
isiXhosa edition: I-10 Leenkokheli ezigqwesileyo, amatsha-
ntliziyo namavulandlela.- Jacana Media, 2021.

About this book:
‘Imbokodo: Women who shape us is a groundbreaking 
series of books which introduces you to the powerful 

stories of South African women who have all made their mark and cleared a path for women and girls. These books 
recognise, acknowledge and honour our heroines and elders from the past and the present. South African women are 
silent no more on the roles that we have played in advancing our lives as artists, storytellers, writers, politicians and 
educationists. The title “Imbokodo” was been chosen as it is a Zulu word that means “rock” and is often used in the 
saying “Wathint’ Abafazi, Wathint’ Imbokodo!”, which means “You strike a women, you strike a rock!” In 10 extraordinary 
leaders, activists & pioneers you will read about women who fought against colonialism and oppression. Here are the 
stories of women heroes through history, whose stories are connected because of a shared passion for equality and 
justice. The book includes short biographies of Nomguqo Paulina Dlamini, Charlotte Makgomo Mannya-Maxeke, Mina 
Tembeka Soga, Mabel Cetu, Pumla Ngozwana Kisosonkole, Lauretta Ngcobo, Brigalia Ntombemhlophe Bam, Nomzamo 
Winifred, Zanyiwe Madikizela-Mandela, Masalanabo Modjadji VII (The Rain Queen). These books were made possible 
with the support of Biblionef and funding from the National Arts Council.’ (Jacana)

MASOLA, Athambile
10 inspiring singers, writers & artists.- Jacana Media, 2021.
Afrikaans edition: 10 inspirerende sangers, skrywers & 
kunstenaars.- Jacana Media, 2021.
isiXhosa edition: I-10 Leemvumi ababhali namagcisa 
anenkuthazo.- Jacana Media, 2021.

About this book:
Short biographies of Nontsizi Mgqwetho, UMntwana uMagogo 
Constance Zulu, Gladys Nomfanekiso Mgundlandlu, Noni 

Jabavu, Miriam Masoli Tlali, Dorothy Masuku, Esther Nikwambi Nostokana Mahlangu, Madosini Latozi Mpahleni, Busi 
Mhlongo and Brenda Nokuzola Fassie.

MOAHLOLI, Refiloe
Yheke Yanga! umdlali ka3 Toti uba yintshatsheli yeqakamba/illustrated by 
Mogau Kekana.- Macmillan, 2019.
English edition: Yes Yanga!: from 3 tins to cricket champion/illustrated by 
Mogau Kekana.- Macmillan, 2019.

About this book:
‘Yanga is the 3 Tins champion in his community. His life changes completely 
when his 3 Tins skills are channelled into cricket. Watch Yanga’s crazy talent 

as it takes him from local school team to the global sporting stage as one of the stars of the South African Cricket 
World Cup Team.’ (Macmillan)

MAMMON, Rafiek
Faizel and the stars.- Jacana Children’s Books, 2020.
Afrikaans edition: Faizel en die sterre.- Jacana Media, 2020.
isiXhosa edition: uFaizel neenkwenkwezi.- Jacana Media, 2020.

About this book:
‘All Faizel ever wanted was to shine like the stars he so 
dearly adores. The day before his fifth birthday is an 
ordinary day: he and his sister play with her dolls and he 
helps his mother with the laundry. But his dad always has 

something to say about Faizel being like that. What exactly does his dad mean when he uses the words, “like that”? 
What is in the wrapped gift that they surprise him with on the morning of his birthday, and what lies ahead for Faizel’s 
future? Will he get to live his dream and shine like a star? A gentle story about a little AfriKaaps boy who is different 
that teaches children about acceptance and tolerance, and to be loving.’ (Jacana Media)


