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Legal fishery 
and abalone 
farming



The legal production of H. midae in South Africa, from aquaculture and the wild-caught commercial 
fishery, 2000–2016
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Imports of all 
forms of H. midae
from sub-Saharan 
Africa as reported 
by all importing 
countries, 2000 –
2016



Abalone poaching and illegal trade
• South African abalone (Haliotis midae) is an endemic species – only occurs in South 

Africa. A high value product, easy to access and found along an extensive area of the 
South African coastline.

• Syndicated Asian criminal networks are involved with links to drug trade, South African 
gangs, tax evasion, corruption and money laundering

• Coastal communities are characterised by poverty, unemployment and high levels of 
crime. Involvement in illegal harvest and trade is almost institutionalised in many of 
these communities. Illegal trade is causing terrible social problems within coastal 
communities.

• Massive loss of revenue to South Africa – unknown, but estimates of value of illegally 
traded abalone range from ZAR500 million to ZAR1 billion (USD 60 -120 million) per 
annum.



Estimated poaching levels: South African abalone
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Imports of dried H. midae
from sub-Saharan Africa as 
reported by all importing 
countries from non abalone 
producing countries, 2000 –
2016 



Determining the value of poaching and trade: 
The estimated import value of illegally harvested 
abalone compared to the import value of products 
from South Africa’s top export fisheries, in 2016
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Recommendations

https://www.traffic.org/publications/reports/empty-shells/

https://www.traffic.org/publications/reports/empty-shells/

