
(OF COMPANIES AUDITED)

A survey of investment 
from 2008-2012, estimated 
R20 billion in actual and 
planned investment in the 
Western Cape renewable 
energy sector related to 
round 3 of the REIPPPP.

60% of the 64 projects in the 
Renewable Energy Independent 
Power Producer Procurement 
Program (REIPPPP) were 
developed by Western Cape 
based developers.

The first investor, GRI, made 
a R300 million investment 
which resulted in 200 jobs 
created in the operational 
phase.

Jinko Solar, the fourth-largest 
solar PV manufacturer in the 
world, unveiled an R80 million 
solar photovoltaic (PV) module 
manufacturing plant in Cape Town. 
The factory will produce up to 
1 300 solar panels a day and 
create 250 new jobs in the 
Western Cape.

Grid capacity constraints 
across South Africa provide an 
opportunity for increased 
investment into the Western 
Cape which still has significant 
capacity available.

Based on research completed on Green Economy 
investment activities in the Western Cape 
by the Department of Economic Development 
and Tourism, March 2014. This annual audit is an 
opportunity for companies to showcase their 
green activities. If you would like to submit your 
company’s green activity, look out for our next 
audit, or visit www.westerncape.gov.za/110green
for more information.

Green Economy

INVESTMENT IN THE 
WESTERN CAPE

Towards the Western Cape as the 
Green Economic Hub of Africa

www.westerncape.gov.za/110green
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The Western Cape is set to become the green economic hub of Africa and the lowest 
carbon-emitting province in South Africa. Private enterprises are seen as the driver of the 
green economy, with government providing an enabling environment for optimal private 
sector-led economic growth. The Green Economy Investment Mapping Project takes the first 
step to understanding the evolving green economy market across five key sectors, therefore 
informing government initiatives and encouraging further investment. The figures in this 
infographic are a reflection of only the amounts given by companies audited in each sector. 

The Western Cape Government aims to drive greater 
investment by unlocking potential opportunities for 
partnerships, exploring alternative finance models 
and creating an enabling environment through red 
tape reduction and access to relevant skills. However, 
collaboration between business and government is 
imperative to overcoming barriers and securing the 
benefits of green growth in order to pave the way 
towards the Western Cape as the preferred Green 
Investment destination.

The Western Cape is considered a leader in the 
renewable energy space and holds a comparative 
resource advantage in this sector. Investment 
opportunities include:

Investment opportunItIes per sector:

BuILt WAter WAste ecotourIsm AGrI- 
proDuctIon 

Green material Efficient water use 
technologies/ real 
time monitoring 
devices

e-waste Recycling & 
energy efficiency

On farm 
renewable energy

Smart meters/  
smart grids

Demand 
management

Plastics 
recycling

Agro-tourism Energy efficient 
cooling & storage

Energy efficiency 
innovation & 
infrastructure

Groundwater 
resources

Biogas energy Consumer 
education on 
green tourism

Restoration 
of ecosystem 
services

Mobile apps to 
manage resource 
use

Waste water 
treatments

Municipal 
services

Marketing green 
tourism

Conservation 
agriculture 
especially soil 
restoration

Sustainable 
settlement 
design

Rain water 
filtration

Construction 
& demolition 
waste

Expanding 
initiatives such as 
the Biodiversity & 
Wine Initiative

Organic/ 
biodynamic 
certifications

AreAs of Investment: 2014 – 2016 

1. Large Scale Renewables: 
 •  Doubling of annual MW installed in Western Cape 

under REIPPPP represents huge investment and 
service & construction jobs.

 •  Increased local manufacturing (wind towers & 
blades, solar PV modules, etc). 

2. Small Scale Renewables:
 •  Huge opportunity for rooftop solar PV (installation 

jobs and supporting local manufacturing). But 
there is a real threat to municipal revenue if not 
carefully managed ➔ for example, time-of-use 
tariffs in turn enabled by smart meters.

3.  Industrial, Commercial, Government Facilities:
 •  Significant opportunity to deliver cost savings 

from reduced electricity consumption – typical 
opportunity to save 20% of electricity expense 
through interventions with paybacks of under  
3 years.

 •  Many job opportunities with energy management 
service companies, equipment manufacturers and 
installation and maintenance contractors.

4. Residential Solar Water Heaters (SWHs):
 •  Major opportunity to create installation and service 

jobs, reduce demand on the grid and support local 
manufacturing through deploying SWHs and heat 
pumps at scale.

 •  City SWH roll-out is creating opportunity for 
higher income customers to switch to solar.

 •  Focusing on providing hot water to all formal low 
income households through low pressure SWHs 
could support the local industry and make a 
measurable difference in the lives of the citizens 
of the Western Cape (tying in with national 
programme and funding through the Department 
of Energy).

the WcG is calling upon companies to collaborate in the investment mapping project by actively tracking their green investment 
and joining the forums that we are currently establishing.

Particular investment opportunities have been identified in each sector. 

LArGe ImmeDIAte opportunItIes In  
sustAInABLe enerGy use

the Green economy Investment mAppInG

Job no: LS/315/4389

“the environmental goods and services industry consists of activities which produce goods 
and services to measure, prevent, limit, minimize or correct environmental damage to water, 
air and soil, as well as problems related to waste, noise and eco-systems. this includes 
cleaner technologies, products and services that reduce environmental risk and minimize 
pollution and resource use.” 

– organisation for economic co-operation and Development (oecD)

Green Investment DefInItIon


