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Changing our habits so that we can reduce our water footprint BETTER TOGETHER.

    Tweet us @WCGovEADP
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https://twitter.com/WCGovEADP
mailto:Alet.Steenekamp%40westerncape.gov.za?subject=GA%3A%20


2Green Ambassador Newsletter | June 2017
Please note that hyperlinks may not be accessible on iPad

Western Cape Water Indaba 2017
WESTERn CApE WATER SECuRiTY – 2020 AnD BEYOnD

16 mAy 2017  

In partnership with WC Department of the 

Premier, our Department (DEA&DP) and the 

National Department of Water and Sanitation, 

the first successful Water Indaba was hosted to 

address the Province's Water Security.

Held at Goudini Spa in Rawsonville on 16 may, over 

300 delegates from across private, government 

and NGO sectors attended and took part in high 

level discussions on water security in the Western 

Cape, now and for the future.

National minster of Water and Sanitation Nomvula 

mokonyane and the Deputy minister, Pamela 

Tshwete attended, as well as the Premier Helen 

Zille and Provincial minister Anton Bredell were 

in attendance.

minister mokonyane told the audience that efforts 

to manage, protect and preserve water as a 

critical resource in a sustainable manner speak to 

the collective responsibility of all the stakeholders 

in the water sector.

“For the past two years, the Western Cape has 

received insufficient rainfalls. This has highly 

affected the Western Cape Water Supply System 

and raised concerns for water security. Growing 

populations and economies, changing lifestyles 

and global climate change are all increasing the 

pressure on the planet’s water resources.”

Premier Zille compared the current provincial 

water crisis to the energy crisis of 2008.

“This is an opportunity for South Africa to 

emerge as the fastest growing water economy 

in the world. Our innovation however, must be 

coupled with properly maintaining our current 

bulk infrastructure, repairing it where necessary  

and investing in new infrastructure for greater 

capacity”.

The Provincial minister for Local Government, 

Environmental Affairs and Development Planning, 

Anton Bredell said the aim of this engagement 

was to bring leaders across society up to speed 

with the current water situation in the Province.

“It was a forum to share our plans and debate 

potential solutions for the Western Cape’s 

medium to long-term water supply challenges.”

Some of the medium to long term interventions 

to address water supply in the Western Cape that 

were discussed:

• The Berg River-Voëlvlei (Phase 1) augmentation 

scheme - diverting surplus winter water into 

Voëlvlei Dam. This project involves the pumped 

abstraction of winter water from the Berg River 

to improve the yield of the Voëlvlei Dam. The 

estimated cost of the project is R500 million.

• The possible fast-tracking of the development 

of the Table mountain Group Aquifer;

• Water re-use (similar to what’s happening in 

Beaufort-West) on a macro level

• Seawater desalination.

“While none of the mentioned augmentation 

options will bring any immediate relief (within 6 

months), it is extremely important that early and 

urgent decisions are taken regarding projects to 

be implemented,” said minister mokonyane.

minister Bredell warned that addressing water 

challenges has become critical.

“It speaks to many issues we are trying to address 

as a country, including the three challenges of 

poverty, unemployment and inequality. Our 

only real hope in addressing these significant 

challenges is to drive economic growth and that 

means managing our resources better.”

The City of Cape Town’s representative at the 

indaba was Councillor (Cllr.) Xanthea Limberg.

Cllr. Limberg noted that the City has already made 

significant investments in water conservation and 

water demand management programmes over 

the last decade which has flatlined water usage.

“This has extended existing water reserves, quite 

an achievement, given at the same time there has 

been population and economic growth.”

Cllr. Limberg said the City’s immediate 

interventions in respect to the on-going drought 

has entailed declaring a local disaster, accelerating 

supply schemes and implementing more stringent 

water restrictions.

“Going forward the City’s future water plan 

focuses on further diversifying water supply to 

mitigate water scarcity risks.

The City aims to actively move towards becoming 

a water sensitive city.”

ClICk here for more information and to view 

all the presentations delivered at the event 

Western Cape Premier Helen Zille, National minister Nomvula mokonyane responsible for Water and 

Sanitation and Provincial minister Anton Bredell responsible for Local Government, Environmental Affairs 

and Development Planning

STATE OF WESTERN CAPE WATER SECURITy: mr Trevor Balzer (Department of Water and 

Sanitation), mr Colin Deiner (WCG: Department of Local Government), mr Phakamani Buthelezi 

(Breede- Gouritz Catchment management Agency), ms Ashia Petersen (Berg-Olifants Catchment 

management Agency), mr Darryl Jacobs (WCG: DoA), Dr Joel Botai (South African Weather Services) 

Not pictured: mr Peter Lukey (Department of Environmental Affairs) and Councillor Xanthea Limberg 

(City of Cape Town)

Councillor Xanthea Limberg discussed 

the City of Cape Town Plans and 

Programmes

Leaders from across society came together to discuss necessary 

ideas and solutions for the drying of the region.

Africa melane (CapeTalk) with Professor Kobus van Zyl, 

Solomon Sonxi and Dawid Bosman

Trainees from DWS: War on Leaks. 

To read more about the programme, 

CliCk HERE

www.westerncape.gov.za/eadp/calendar/water-indaba
http://www.randwater.co.za/WarOnLeaks/SitePages/Home.aspx
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Our Water CrIses 
On 22 may 2017, Premier Helen Zille declared the 

Western Cape a disaster area in response to the 

current drought crises, the worst since 1904.

The Western Cape currently faces a serious 

drought due to poor rainfall during the last few 

year. The demand for water has also steadily 

increased every year due to the Province's rapidly 

growing population and economy. This, as well 

as climate change, has added significant pressure 

on our water supply. 

Dam levels in the Western Cape have dropped to 

an average of 17.97% full, with Clanwilliam Dam 

at only 6%, as on 29 may 2017.

Dams that supply Cape Town with water are 

Wemmershoek-, Voëlvlei-, Steenbras Upper and 

Lower-, Theewaterskloof- and Berg River Dam.

"According to the latest data available, most major 

dams in the Western Cape, including the Voëlvlei 

Dam (currently 14.7% full), the Theewaterskloof 

Dam (13.4% full) and the Clanwilliam Dam (6% 

full) are struggling," said Provincial minister Anton 

Bredell in a statement.

"The situation remains serious and must ensure 

incisive behaviour change regarding the 

management of water, moving forward," Bredell 

said.

level 4 restrictions have been implemented 

from 1 June 2017

This prohibits all use of municipal water for outside 

and non-essential use and limit residents to  

100 litres of water per person per day.

It means no car washing, watering of gardens, 

irrigation with municipal drinking water at all, and 

no new golf courses or sports fields to be built 

unless they will be watered with non-potable 

water.

Residents are reminded to use water only for 

drinking, cooking and washing. 

Shower for 2 minutes, flush only if 'absolutely' 

necessary.

A five-minute shower can use between 40 to 70 

litres, and flushing a toilet uses between 6 to 21 

litres, depending on the size of the cistern.

One shower and five flushes of an average-

sized toilet will push a person over their daily 

allowance. This is not even taking into account 

other necessities such as drinking, cooking, and 

washing of clothes and dishes.

“As such, the City recommends limiting time under 

the shower to two minutes and only flushing the 

toilet when absolutely necessary,” it said.

CliCk HERE for more information on Level 4 

water Restrictions form the City of Cape Town: 

Changing our habits so that we can reduce our 

water footprint BETTER TOGETHER. 

STill DOn'T THink iT iS A pROBlEM?  

The following is a photo journal of then vs now images 

which clearly indicate the severity of the water crisis.

Wemmershoek dam August 2013 Wemmershoek dam march 2017

theewaterskloof dam September 2007 theewaterskloof dam April 2017

© All photographs by: Bruce Sutherland, City of Cape Town.

https://www.capetown.gov.za/Family%20and%20home/residential-utility-services/residential-water-and-sanitation-services/2016-residential-water-restrictions-explained
https://www.capetown.gov.za/Family%20and%20home/residential-utility-services/residential-water-and-sanitation-services/2016-residential-water-restrictions-explained
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theewaterskloof dam August 2013 theewaterskloof dam April 2017

steenbras dam August 2013 steenbras dam march 2017

steenbras dam August 2013 steenbras dam march 2017

theewaterskloof dam April 2017steenbras lower dam march 2017

© All photographs by: Bruce Sutherland, City of Cape Town.
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rsep/Vpuu  
PROGRAmmE UPDATE    

The RSEp programme is entering an exciting new phase with a further  

roll-out to seVen additional municipalities in the province.  

Read more about it in the upcoming issues of the Green Ambassador.

Breede Valley Municipality is one of the 

municipalities participating in the Western Cape 

Regional Socio-Economic Programme (RSEP), 

which forms part of the Regional Socio-Economic 

Programme/Violence Prevention through 

Urban Upgrading Programme (RSEP/VPUU 

Programme). 

Since 2014, the municipality has successfully 

implemented approximately 30 RSEP community 

projects in the neighbourhoods of Roodewal, 

Zwelethemba, Riverview and Avian Park in 

Worcester.  

The main focus of the RSEP Programme in 

Worcester has been to provide a variety of 

neighbourhood facilities accessible to the local 

communities. Some of the projects already 

implemented include:

• Multipurpose sports courts accommodating 

netball, basketball and 5-a-side soccer;

• Play parks for children; 

• Braai facilities, which tend to be located next to 

sport or play areas in order to provide leisure 

and recreation space for a range of age groups; 

• BMX tracks;

• Upgraded standpipes in informal settlements;

• Waste collection points in order to improve 

waste management in the areas; and 

• Improved lighting and other safety interventions. 

The majority of these projects have been 

funded by the Western Cape Government via 

our Department (DEA&DP). The municipality has 

also committed substantial co-funding, which 

demonstrates their commitment to making the 

RSEP Programme a success. 

In addition, the municipality has been able 

to leverage the support and passion of local 

residents and community-based organisations. 

As an example, the RSEP Municipal Project 

manager collaborated with a local church to 

develop a BmX track in Avian Park. The church 

provided the necessary equipment and runs 

training programmes on a regular basis. The BmX 

track is located opposite the new Public Library 

in Avian Park, which was completed last year by 

the Western Cape Department of Cultural Affairs 

and Sport. 

The municipality is currently in the process of 

implementing a few bigger projects, including 

the development of two small-scale community 

centres to be utilised by NGOs and other 

community groups, a commercial node and 

corridor development in Zwelethemba, and the 

development of pedestrian walkways. 

The RSEP/VPUU Programme was recognised 

in the Premier’s State of the Province Address 

(SOPA) on 17 February 2017. Breede Valley’s RSEP 

Project Manager, Mr Chris Smal, was invited as 

one of the Premier’s guests and received a special 

mention owing to the great work he has done to 

implement the RSEP Programme in Worcester 

over the last year.

CliCk HERE for more information on the 

RSEP/VPUU Programme

Drone photo of braai facilities, sports field and multipurpose sports 

court (Source - DEA&DP)

Rugby game on sports field (Source - C. Smal)

multipurpose sports court (Source - C. Smal)

Upgraded standpipe in Zwelethemba (Source - DEA&DP)

Kids looking on as sports court gets built (Source - C. Smal) BmX Track, Avian Park (Source - C. Smal)

https://www.westerncape.gov.za/rsep-vpuu/
https://www.westerncape.gov.za/rsep-vpuu/
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EMplOYEES Of THE MOnTH – ApRil 2017: 
Chief Directorate: Development planning 

DYlAn JOHnSTOnE, RAuDHiYAH DiEn AnD CHAnTEl HAupTflEiSCH
with Kobus munro (Director), Anthony Barnes (Chief Director), Helena Jacobs (Director), 

COnGratulatIOns

slIpper daY  
YOuR SlippERS HElp RAiSED R350  

fOR REACH fOR A DREAM

12 mAy 2017    

The Reach for a Dream foundation brings hope, joy and healing to countless South African children. 

They seek to alleviate the strain that life-threatening illnesses place on children and their families, 

by providing children with the opportunity to realise their dreams. Reach for A Dream enriches 

children's lives by making dreams come true and as a result, distracting them from the needles, 

medication and hospital environment. 

http://www.reachforadream.org.za/campaigns/slipper-day.html
http://www.reachforadream.org.za/
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JunE
5 June World Environment Day

8 June World Oceans Day
15 June Global Wind Day

16 June youth Day 
17 June World Day to Combat Desertification

JulY
11 July World Population Day

18 July Nelson mandela Day

AuGuST
9 August Women's Day

12 August World Elephant Day

SEpTEMBER
1 September Arbor Day

1-7 September Arbor Week
16 September World Ozone Day

16 September Coastal Cleanup Day
22 September World Rhino Day

Click on the highlighted dates to find out more about each event

photograph by: Bruce Sutherland City of Cape Town. Theewaterskloof Dam March 2017
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https://www.cute-calendar.com/event/world-environment-day/21731.html
http://www.worldoceansday.org/
http://www.ewea.org/globalwindday/
http://www.gov.za/speeches/youth-day-2017-16-nov-2016-1353
http://www.un.org/en/events/desertificationday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/populationday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/mandeladay/
https://www.westerncape.gov.za/eadp/calendar/womens-day-0
http://worldelephantday.org/about
http://www.gov.za/speeches/arbor-week-2017-16-nov-2016-1352
https://www.daysoftheyear.com/days/coastal-cleanup-day/
http://www.worldrhinoday.org/about/

