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BURN INFORMATION PLATFORM:
INCREASING TRENDS, UNEQUAL
DISTRIBUTION
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Cape Town

Alderman JP Smith :

City of Cape Town mortality rate has reduced: 7.9% per
100 000 in 2009, to 4.3% in 2010.

“A steady decrease in the number of informal dwelling
units that were destroyed as a result of fires in informal

settlements — from 8 864 destroyed in 2005 to 3 009 in
2010”.

“The number of fatalities due to fires in informal
structures, however, remains unchanged and is cause
for concern,” said Alderman Smith.




Burn rate/100000

35

30

25

20

15

10

|/

M

A\/
| ol

V

Mo |
[\ VAT

rTrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrorrrrrr T T rrr T rrrr T rrr T TrorrrororT T orrTTrTT

0 3

6

9

12 15 18 21 24 27 30 33 36 39 42 45 48 51 54 57 60 63 66 69 72 75 78
Age




100

o
(@)

o
O

_
0 0 O 0 O 0 O
M~ (do) LO < o N —

salllele} uing Jo 1IagquwnpnN

12 14 16 18 20 22

10
Hour of fatality



Number of burn fatalities

250

200
150
100 A
50 A
0 .
@
&

Day of fatality



b
Wi

4
17

il




THE “PARADIGM SHIFT”: A
COORDINATED PROVINCIAL FIRE
SAFE ACTION PLAN:

Lessons from the Integrated
Strategic Framework for Injury
and Violence Prevention in South
Africa



STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK FOR THE PREVEMTION OF INJIURY I SOWTH AFRRMCS

A safe and peaceful Sowth africa, conducivee to physical, mental and social well-being

To promarbe inpury prewvention and safety throogh foossed actions that reducs mjpuries by targetingg -
1. Priority oross-outting risk factors
2. Rishs speecific to the different injurny priorities
3.

Sup p-ortive institutional and organisatdonal enwinomments
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Objective 8: Facilitate comprehensive measures to
prevent and reduce the severity of injuries arising
from falls, burns, poisonings and water related
incidents

Key Upstream Downstream SA Strategies Recommended
Factors Factors Service Delivery
Priorities
e 4000 e Lowsocio- ® Useof e Paraffinstove e Safe e Paraffin stove
deaths economic paraffin legislation specificafcions distribution/
e 1300 status home . e Banning of Lorl_Ho/uJ'Eg enforcement
e men
children e House quip fireworks ° |.cy roan Safe Housing/
Alcohol - Design _
layout and Inadequate  ° Electrification 4 ot water Comunity
materials child cylinder Policy
supervision specifica- e Child clothing
tions standards
e Childgarment o M&E of
policy ..
existin
e ME&E of o .g
initiatives
current

interventions



THE SILVER BULLET?
Human Settlement Planning and
Design

* From efficiently serviced “townships” to
sustainable and vibrant human settlements

— Spatial and structural principles for settlement-making
— Environmental design for safer communities

— Fire safety

— Energy: electricity and others



FURTHER EMERGING PRIORITIES FOR
THE “PARADIGM SHIFT”

Strengthen national/local data collection and
dissemination system

Multiple, tested or promising intervention
combinations: enforcement, education and
engineering

Community engagement and ownership:
community partners for response or
prevention

Beyond OHS: Proactive alighment of services



Ml Coal [ 1 Paraffin
[ LP gas [ ] Electricity

\

—

"
60

41
III

4 [
.

Ca peﬁ-'{&\_‘
Towwn

"-.
24

/’“‘E__J

S0

14

-

13

Fort Elizabeth

&9
47

Durba
a0




20 December 2011, Alderman J.P.
Smith, the City’s Mayoral Committee
Member for Safety and Security

“The City of Cape Town has reached
the point where, in order to
effectively combat the scourge of
fires, other measures must be taken
over and above investing in the Fire
and Rescue Services.”



Thank You
Questions and Discussion

Contact Details:
ashley.vanniekerk@mrc.ac.za

Tel: 021-9380399
Fax: 021-938 0381
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