
 

 
 
 

BUTCHERED CABLES PARALYSE TRAINS IN METRO SOUTH EAST 
 

Wednesday 30 July 2014 
 

Cape Town - Vandals deliberately butchered signal cables early this morning in the section 
between Philippi and Nyanga, effectively paralyzing the train service between Nyanga and 
Khayelitsha/Chris Hani and Kapteinsklip/Mitchells Plain.  
 
The planned and deliberate actions started as early as 2am this morning as vandals hit 
several areas in quick succession. Metrorail Protection Services officers in pursuit of the 
perpetrators were shot at when they closed in on the vandals. 
 
Regional Manager Richard Walker condemned the vandalism in the strongest possible terms: 
‘It is totally unacceptable that the ill-considered sabotage of state assets should impact on 
innocent commuters reliant on trains for their livelihood’. Walker is en route to lay criminal 
charges of sabotage, malicious damage to property and attempted murder charges at the 
local police station. 
 
He implored communities to rally behind Metrorail and to expose those within their midst who 
commit these crimes: ‘The guilty live amongst our customers and have family and friends in 
the communities. They boast at taverns of what they’ve done – we want you to expose them 
to the police so we can stop this carnage’. ‘Metrorail and commuters can no longer be held 
hostage by the selfish agenda of a few intent on creating chaos for customers’. 
 
Metrorail was forced to substitute the train service to the affected areas with a bus service, of 
necessity limited to weekly and monthly train ticket holders. No single and return train tickets 
are being sold to encourage and enable commuters to use alternative transportation. 
 
Metrorail has doubled its reward to R50 000 for any information leading to the arrest of the 
perpetrators.   
 
On-site technicians anticipate that repairs could take up to two days, further updates will be 
issued as information becomes available.  
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