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CHIEF DIRECTORS: METRO HEALTH SERVICES, RURAL HEALTH SERVICES, STRATEGY AND SUPPORT 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE CITY OF CAPE TOWN 

DIRECTORS: DISTRICTS AND SUB STRUCTURES, PHARMACY SERVICES 

CEOs: HOSPITALS 

FOR ATTENTION: FACILITY MANAGERS, PHARMACY STAFF, MEDICAL OFFICERS, CLINICAL NURSE 

PRACTITIONERS, NIMART NURSES 

 

CIRCULAR H128 / 2020 
 

NEW FORMULATION: LOPINAVIR/ RITONAVIR (LOPIMUNE® 40/10 ORAL PELLETS) FOR USE IN 

CHILDREN ON ANTIRETROVIRAL TREATMENT 

 

BACKGROUND 

The lopinavir/ritonavir products on contract for paediatric use include Kaletra® 80mg/20mg/ml 

solution. The poor palatability of the solution affects adherence to treatment. Lopinavir/ ritonavir 

oral pellets are now available and recommended for children > 6 months of age who cannot 

tolerate the Kaletra® solution.  

 

If a child is also on rifampicin, boosting with ritonavir is still required as per the 2019 Antiretroviral 

Drug Dosing Chart for Children. 

 

ACCESS 

Lopinavir/ ritonavir oral pellets are available and must be ordered from CMD (ARV ledger). 

ICN Item Description Cost 

8706448 Lopinavir/ritonavir; 40mg/10mg capsule (oral pellets); 120’s R257.37 

 

METHOD OF ADMINISTRATION  

It is important to counsel the patient on the correct way to administer the new lopinavir/ritonavir 

oral pellets.  

• Oral pellets come in capsules and there are 120 capsules per bottle. The pellets inside the 

capsule are white in colour. 

• Capsules containing the oral pellets should not be swallowed whole, but should be 

administered with food as shown below. 
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………………………………. 

Mr James Kruger 

Director: HIV/AIDS, STI & TB 

Date: 22 June 2020 


