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Foreword by the MEC for Health

As we approach the 2018/19 financial year we look back at 2017, which has been 

a challenging year for the Department of Health. We have had to deal with the 

devastating fires in Eden District and at Swartland Hospital; and the increasing water 

scarcity in the Province.

The demand for health care continues to grow and this is unlikely to change in the 

short-term given the trends in the social determinants of health and wellbeing. 

A worrying trend is the increases in the people that are presenting with multiple, 

interacting and compounding health problems. This situation places the provincial 

health system under enormous strain and in the context of significant budgetary 

constraints and the drought, 2018/19 is likely to be a very challenging year.

Health remains a priority in the Province with the Department receiving one of the 

largest share of the provincial budget. However, health and wellbeing is compromised 

by a number of factors beyond the health system, many of them preventable. One of 

our priorities is to move away from a singular focus on disease to that of promoting 

wellness and we need the whole of society to get involved, every service user needs 

to understand our business and become part of it.

Health care in the country remains a conundrum and we need to find innovative ways 

to continue to deliver quality health services to our people. This requires competent, 

engaged, caring and empowered employees with managers who can lead.  The 

resilience of the provincial health system depends on each and every one of the 31 463 

employees of the Department and I would like to thank all of you for working tirelessly 

to deliver health services across the Province. Your commitment and dedication to 

providing person-centred quality health care does not go unnoticed.

Western Cape government, working better together!

Nomafrench Mbombo

Western Cape Minister of Health

February 2018
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Our Vision
Access to person-centred quality care.

Communicable Diseases Emergency Care and Trauma

P1 EMS Calls

of 12 036 calls 
in rural areas 

expected to have a 
response time of < 

40 minutes

81% 
of 145 084 calls 
in urban areas 
expected to have a 
response time of  < 
15 minutes

64% 

Facilities

The main challenge for the Department of Health in 2018/19 remains the 

overall improvement of health within the context of an escalating burden 

of disease and constrained budgets. The Department aspires to achieve, 

by 2019/20:

• Life expectancy of 67.5 years   • Under 5 mortality rate of 20/1000 live births
- Male 65
- Female 70

• Neonatal rate of 5/1000 live births • Infant mortality rate of 18/1000 live births
pregnant women are expected to visit 
Public Health facilities before they 
reach 20 weeks of their pregnancy.

0.8%
HIV transmissions in HIV 
positive mothers

207 fixed PHC facilities are 
expected to achieve Ideal Clinic 

status in 2018/19

To download this infographic visit
www.westerncape.gov.za/health


