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Circular H220/2021

COVID-19 VACCINE PROJECT OFFICE: BOOSTER DOSES J&J WITH EFFECT 24™ DECEMBER 2021,

PFIZER WITH EFFECT 28™ DECEMBER 2021

Please find attached NDOH circular announcing the availability of booster doses for the COVID-19

vaccination programme with eligibility criteria and dosing interval specified.

EVDS will NOT send out a SMS with a voucher to those who are eligible. Only eligible clients will have their
EVDS record open to allow a booster dose to be captured on the system. Once the booster has been
administered, the vaccinator must record the vaccination details on the client’s existing vaccination card

or if unavailable issue them with a new vaccination card.

Where a client’s vaccination record is incorrectly captured on the EVDS or not captured at all despite the
client having a vaccination card proving their vaccination status; the client must still be given the booster
dose which must be captured on the EVDS. The administrator should then follow up that the client's EVDS

record is amended or back captured as required.

The provision of booster doses at congregate settings will be planned for January 2022 with a prioritisation
on frail care centres. Clients in congregate settings who can mobilise to access vaccinations at current
vaccination sites are encouraged to do so. Healthcare workers who have not received their boosters yet

are encouraged fo do so immediately.

Yours sincerely

Jua\ni#q-o./krendse

Chief Director: ECSS
Date: 23 December 2021
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HEADS OF PROVINCIAL HEALTH DEPARTMENTS
DISTRICT, HOSPITAL AND PHC MANAGERS
COVID-19 VACCINE PROGRAMME MANAGERS
COVID-19 VACCINATION SITE MANAGERS
COVID-19 VACCINATORS

SUBJECT: PROVISION OF BOOSTER DOSES OF COVID VACCINES

1.

From 24™ December 2021, individuals older than 18 years of age who have received one
dose of the Janssen® Covid (J&J) vaccine will be eligible to receive a booster dose of
the Janssen® vaccine after an interval of two months (60 days).

1.1. The recommended interval between the previous and the booster dose of the
Janssen® vaccine is two months (60 days). Whilst the booster dose should
preferably be given within six months of the previous dose, there is no upper limit to
the interval i.e. the booster dose can be given more than six months after the first
dose.

1.2.  In practice this means that anyone who received one dose of the Janssen® vaccine
on or before the 24™ October 2021, will immediately be eligible to receive a booster
dose of the Janssen® vaccine. Additional individuals will sequentially become eligible
once the interval of 60 days has elapsed.

1.3.  Immunocompromised individuals who have received an additional dose of the
Janssen® vaccine will become eligible to receive a booster dose 60 days after
receiving the additional dose.

From 28" December 2021, individuals over the age of 18 years who have received two
doses of the Pfizer Cominarty® vaccine will be eligible to receive a booster dose of the
Cominarty® vaccine after an interval of six months (180 days).

2.1.  The recommended interval between an individual receiving their second dose of the
Cominarty® vaccine, and the booster dose is six months (180 days). However, there
is no upper limit to the interval i.e. the booster dose can be given more than 180 days
after the second dose.

2.2.  The first people to receive their second dose of Cominarty® vaccine as part of the
vaccine roll-out will become eligible to receive a booster on 28" December 2021.
Thereafter other individuals will sequentially become eligible to receive the booster
dose once the period of 180 days has elapsed.

Page 1 of 2



2.3.  Immunocompromised individuals who have received an additional dose of the
Cominarty® vaccine will become eligible to receive a booster dose 180 days after
receiving the additional dose of the Cominarty® vaccine.

3. The following should be noted:

3:1 Only homologous boosting is currently permitted i.e. individuals may only receive
the same vaccine that they received as their primary vaccination series.

3.2 All procedures regarding provision of primary doses remain unchanged during
provision of booster doses.

3.3 All booster doses must be correctly recorded on the EVDS.

DR SSS BUTHELEZI
DIRECTOR-GENERAL: HEALTH
DATE: 23 December 2021
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