




Khayelitsha, 07 April 2008	

By Makhaya Mani: Provincial Government Communications

Provincial government will speedily convene another public meet-
ing in Khayelitsha in two weeks time to address a long-standing 
housing dispute. That’s the commitment made at last night’s Imbizo 
meeting held at the OR Tambo hall in Khayelitsha on Monday night.

Western Cape MECs for Community Safety Leonard Ramatla-
kane and Pierre Uys led the Imbizo that was attended by about 900 
people. Last night’s Imbizo was mainly attended by women and once 
again those in attendance clearly made their voices heard that they 
were representing a wide spectrum of society. The disabled were 
there, the local business forums and the youth. 

Community Safety MEC Leonard Ramatlakane in his opening 
address gave a report card on last year’s Imbizo at the same venue 
where residents tabled a list of services they required. “Last year we 
came to you to listen, to hear you out and you told us what you want 
us to do in this area. It is important therefore that as the ANC govern-
ment we come and listen to your problems so that we address them 
because we are a government of the people” said MEC Ramatlakane. 
MEC Ramatlakane reported that as per last year’s Imbizo, provincial 
government as since rolled out in Khayelitsha: 

• The extension of the rail line.
• The Metrorail Khayelitsha Express train service.
• Red Door-offices for the purpose of accessing economic
   support and finances.
• A fully fledged hospital with 230 beds to be constructed 
   in October.
• A deployment of additional police officers in Khayelitsha now 
  numbering 1,300 including 500 more Bambanani volunteers.
• The Site C housing development to address the double 
  occupation trend.
MEC for Health Pierre Uys told the meeting that health services 

were being improved in Khayelitsha. “The report about nurses shout-
ing at patients is being addressed. We are bringing our complaints 
management desk from Woodstock and we will deploy it at the Site B 
hospital. 

“To speed up and improve services on the anti-retroviral
 treatment section, a new building is underway at Site B, which will 
accommodate more patients for this service. MEC Uys has also 
announced that Khayelitsha will soon have its own trauma centre, 
which will be built in June/July. “Let me also give you the good news 
that finally the Khayelitsha hospital with 230 beds, an emergency and 
ambulance section will be built. Government is going out on tender in 
June and construction will commence in October. It will be important 

that you the community of Khayelitsha be part of the ceremony to lay 
the first foundation of that hospital” MEC Uys announced.

A common occurrence at this meeting was that all those who 
spoke, first confirmed and acknowledged that provincial government 
was delivering services and that there have been positive responses to 
what they had tabled the last time.

But the thumbs up to provincial government also came with 
concerns and requests for improvement. One of them, Mlandeli Bonile, 
a disabled business entrepreneur in Khayelitsha said: “We are happy 
with what government has delivered but I am more concerned about the 
disregard to the disabled people for business opportunities. 

”Others like Nolufefe Katikati wants government to speedily ad-
dress the need for houses. “I want government to address the issue of 
double occupation. I know of people and councillors involved in scams 
to sell off land and housing plots that were meant for other people. 
This is rife and prevalent in Silvertown (Khayelitsha).

MEC Ramatlakane noted her grievance and said “the issues of 
housing and within this housing there are several types, which range 
from the concern about rightsizing of houses, the allegations about 
the fraudulently selling of houses, plots by councillors and in some 
cases also the involvement of police. Lastly the eviction from houses by 
people who have entered into agreements with banks.”

“It is for this reason that I suggest that in two weeks time, the 
Department of Local government and Housing will take the lead in con-
vening a meeting to address this matter and find a solution to this.  
I am also requesting my Department, and the police to participate in 
this meeting,” said MEC Ramatlakane.

Kati-kati also commended government for the many police in the 
area. “Yes we do see now many police in Khayelitsha, but our concern 
is that police take a long time to respond to a call to save people. People 
are dying as a result of this slow response by the police.

Government officials from all government departments responded 
to all complaints and have made a commitment to attend to them by 
way of convening meetings with the several sectors.

On a light-hearted not, one passionate plea was made towards a 
local boxing hero, Mzonke Fana - the current International featherweight 
champion.“I want to bring to the attention of government that Mzonke 
Fana is a World boxing champion and he will soon be making another 
defence of his title. On all of these occasions, Mzonke has been hosted 
and sponsored by the Gauteng and North West provincial governments 
and yet we call him the ‘Rose of Khayelitsha’. Our concern is the place, 
which Mzonke uses for training. It is not in a good condition.”

Khayelitsha housing summit to be convened

Residents (left) listen intently as MECs Leonard Ramatlakane and Pierre Uys (top) 
report on Government’s Service Delivery Programme



The Western Cape Provincial Government’s Imbizo focus week has kicked off with huge interest from divese communities across the 
province, from Muizenberg to Van Rhynsdorp, focusing on such issues as energy, health, crime and housing. Estimated attendance figures 
from some of the areas held so far are: Health stakholders Imbizo 200; Worcester 400; Khayelitsha 800; Van Rhynsdorp 600 and Mitch-
ell’s Plain 800. Government Communications is setting up a mass SMS and email-system as part of plans to report back to people who 
attended izimbizo, to keep citizens continously informed of service delivery progress. There is also much more structured involvement of 
government officials and civil society, and the first few days have drawn huge media coverage in the first few days. Through this electronic 
newsletter, regular internal updates will be sent to the 68,000 civil servants and thousands of other stakeholders and partners.

Imbizo		 Venue		  Date		  Time	 Imbizo Manager	 Contact Number	 Deployment

Ravensmead	 Community Hall	 09 April 2008	 19h00	 Oscar Petersen		  078 386 9946		  MEC Ramatlakane
													             MEC Jacobs
													             MEC Fransman

Hawston / 	 Hawston		 09 April 2008	 19h00	 Clinton Bronn		  082 303 0437		  MEC Brown
Hermanus	 Thusong Centre 										          MEC Uys
													             MEC Dugmore

Central Karoo	 Odendaal	 10 April 2008	 17h00	 Craig Mitchell		  083 245 9612		  Premier Rasool
		  Sportsground:										          MEC Ramatlakane
		  Prins Albert

Greater Athlone	 Athlone Civic	 10 April 2008	 19h00	 Martin Makasi		  072 405 2620		  MEC Dyantyi
													             MEC Jacobs

Atlantis		  Thusong Centre	 10 April 2008	 19h00	 Candice Cerfontyne	 083 243 3353		  MEC Uys
													             MEC Fransman

Mossel Bay	 KwaNonqaba`	 14 April 2008	 19h00	 Linda Booi		  083 327 1773		  Premier Rasool
		  Sports Complex 										          MEC Uys
													             MEC Ramatlakane
													             MEC Fransman

Heidelberg	 Duivenshok	 14 April 2008	 11h00	 Raymond Heunis		 073 160 1702		  MEC Dowry
		  Community Hall 										          MEC Essop
													             MEC Jacobs

Vredenburg	 Louwville	 14 April 2008	 19h00	 Nolan Adams		  082 303 0398/		  MEC Essop
		  Community Hall 							       078 847 6358		  MEC Dyantyi	
													             MEC Fransman

Safety		  Bellville Town	 14 April 2008	 11h00	 Bernard Joseph		  083 710 1766		  MEC Ramatlakane
		  Hall 											           MEC Dyantyi
													             MEC Dugmore


